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Benefice Contacts
For information about Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals etc. please contact

the Vicar, The Rev Sally Wheeler
The Vicarage, Church Lane, Marshfield, SN14 8NT

Tel: 01225 892180  Email: marshfield.benefice@gmail.com
 Associate Minister: Rev. Lynne Godfrey 01249 446734

Lay Ministers Aurea Hart (LLM)  01225 891453
 Mike Strathdee (LLM) 01225 891001
 Andrew Gammie  01225 892392

Benefice Safeguarding Officers Aurea Hart  01225 891453
 Sally Kerr  01225 892126

St Mary’s Church, Marshfield
Churchwardens Eric Pullin  01225 891351
 Paul White  01225 891765
PCC Secretary  Kate Precious 01225 892249
PCC Treasurer Kate Brain  01225 892582
Gift Aid/Giving Officer Peter Brunyate  01225 891508
Bell Ringers                                                    Doug Bond   01225 891228
Church Bookings Richard Shreeve  01225 891169

Holy Trinity, Cold Ashton
Churchwarden Monica Green  01225 891669
PCC Secretary  Scarlett Wyatt  07432050503
PCC Treasurer Georgina Percival Maxwell   07771776290

St Mary Magdalene Church, Tormarton
Churchwarden Bruce Finnamore  01454 218236
PCC Secretary Janet Wells  01454 218549
PCC Treasurer (Acting) Janet Wells  01454 218549

St James’ Church, West Littleton
Churchwardens David Adams  01225 891100
PCC Treasurer Michael Horgan  01225 891486

Marshfield Chapel David Spence  01225 891115
Cotswold Edge:     Paul Sawyer      01225 891436
  (deadline for items for Cotswold Edge – 15th of each
 month)
Tormarton Newsletter:   tba

Websites:
Benefice website  www.marshfieldchurch.org
To put items on website please contact Richard Shreeve 01225 891169
Tormarton  www.tormarton.org West Littleton   www.westlittleton.com
Bristol Diocese     www.bristol.anglican.org/
Church of England www.churchofengland.org
Information on Christian Faith www.rejesus.co.uk/

www.tormarton.org
www.tormarton.org
www.churchofengland.org
www.rejesus.co.uk/
www.rejesus.co.uk/
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Letter from the Ministry Team
Pottering in the garden a couple of weeks ago, although wearing a jacket, I was
suddenly aware of the warmth of the sun on my back as I tidied up leaves and bits
of debris that had gathered.  As the season changes yet again from winter to spring,
we can look forward to waking up to lighter mornings and daylight stretching into
evening, making the days seem longer.  I find the annual cycle of changing seasons
comforting, so familiar, and each season brings a beauty of its own.  The bareness
of trees in winter fascinates me.  The structure that supports and shapes what they’ll
become as, amazingly it sometimes seems to me, their leaves begin to reappear
and flourish for a new season.  And there are always the evergreens and brightly
coloured berries to be seen giving us a glimpse of colour in what can otherwise
seem a dreary season.

As spring now approaches, we’re leaving the sparseness of winter behind and
hoping for warmer weather to come. Spring flowers are beginning to appear from
beneath the earth that has protected and sustained their beginnings throughout the
cold of winter.  Buds are appearing on trees and soon summer will bring with it a
glorious variety of shape and colour. Sitting out on a warm summer evening
watching stars appear as it gets dark is a simple pleasure of mine, contemplating
the vastness of what the Creator God has provided for us all to enjoy.  And then
comes the autumn with its richness of colour, leaves turning red, yellow, orange –
stunning!

God at work through nature is an exciting thing to watch – whatever time of year.  It
reminds us that his presence is always with us, even when it’s dark, cold, stark and
things seem hidden from view.  There’s always a sign of life somewhere to be seen.
Our lives, too, reflect the changing seasons; we all go through times of challenge,
times of joy, and times when we’re simply content with our lot.  But when things do
get challenging if in our more reflective moments we can seek out God, trust in him
even though he might seem absent, we can know with certainty that newness of life
will emerge, in the right season, given time.  And these are the times when we most
need to walk alongside one another prayerfully, reaching out to and building one
another up in love, offering ourselves in faithful service to him, becoming the people
Jesus would want us to be.
“Let me give you a new command: Love one another. In the same way I loved you,
you love one another. This is how everyone will recognize that you are my
disciples—when they see the love you have for each other.” (John 13:34 - The

Message Bible)
Rev Lynne Godfrey

From the Benefice Registers:

Wedding
Camilla Harris and Peter Milligan, 4th February at St Mary’s, Marshfield

There were no Baptisms or Funerals in February
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News from Across the Benefice

Lent:

Ash Wednesday falls at the beginning of March (2nd) this year as Easter is fairly late,
on 17th April. There will be a Benefice Service of Ashing at St Mary’s, Marshfield at
7.00 pm. All are welcome to start Lent in a meaningful way.

Lent lunches: we are delighted to host Lent lunches again alternating with the
Chapel, especially after the restrictions of the last couple of years. Join us for soup,
bread,cheese and fruit held from 12.30 pm on Saturdays as follows:-
5th & 12th March at St Mary's, 19th March at Marshfield Chapel, 26th March at St
Mary's, 2nd April at Marshfield Chapel

This year our Lent lunches will raise money for Send a Cow’s work with refugees
from South Sudan as they start new lives in northern Uganda.

Reflection Course for Lent- Living in Love and Faith:  The clergy aided by
facilitators from the Benefice will host a five week exploration of 'Living in Love and
Faith' on Wednesday evenings beginning on 9th March . The sessions will be in St
Mary's Church, Marshfield so that we can use the large TV for video content.

This important course will enable us to look at what it means to be
human, and to explore Christian teaching and learning about identity, sexuality,
relationships and marriage within a biblical framework. The five sessions of the
course each address a key question:

• What does it mean to learn together as followers of Jesus Christ
• How does our identity in Christ relate to sex and gender
• What kinds of relationships does God call us to
• Where do our bodies and sex fit in to all of this
• How do diversity and difference affect our life together as a church

Each session includes an opening reflection about learning together, followed by
teaching, time for discussion and Bible study. The sessions end with an invitation to
reflect on our learning, bringing it to God in prayer.

For further details, please speak to Revd. Sally.

Confirmation: On May 16th there is the opportunity to be confirmed in Marshfield
Church for those who haven’t yet taken this step. Confirmation Groups for adults
and young people are available. Please speak to Revd. Sally or Lynne. Baptism can
be part of the service for any not yet baptised who wish to be confirmed.
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Confirmation: An Opportunity to Explore for those aged 11+
A short 5-week course in Marshfield Benefice who might be considering confir-
mation: Sunday evenings from 6th March. Pizza provided!
Run by Phil & Jules Collis at their home, April Cottage opposite the Church in
Cold Ashton.
To register contact Phil Collis   philipcollis@aol.com or Rev. Sally or Rev. Lynne
for more details.

Youth Trip to the Beacon Outdoor Activity Centre, N. Devon: This will take place
on the weekend of 1st April and is for those in key-stage 2 and 3. We already have
23 youngsters signed up which is very exciting. Contact Rev Sally if you know
someone else who might like to come!

Vintage Café Church…for those in later years: Vintage Café is a regular monthly
event on the 1st Monday of each month, in Marshfield Church Hall from 12.30
pm-2.30 pm.   Open to all who consider themselves ‘vintage’, come and join us for
a light lunch and a light touch ‘Thought for the Day’ from a Christian perspective.
The main focus of Vintage Café is to provide somewhere welcoming to enjoy
company for an afternoon of shared activities – starting with food.  A warm welcome
awaits you!
Please contact Rev. Lynne Godfrey on 01249 446734 or via (lynne.rev@sky.com) if
you are interested in coming along or want further details, but you can also just turn
up.

The Platinum Jubilee: The 70 years of faithful service by Her Majesty the Queen
will be marked by special events in the Benefice over the four days from Thursday
2nd June until Sunday 5th June. In Marshfield, there will be an open air Service of
Thanksgiving on Sunday 5th at 11.30am on the Withymead before the Big Lunch
together as a village.
All four villages are planning events for this special occasion and more details will
be released next time.

News from around the Parishes
Marshfield

Friday lunch club- new location! Friday Club is now in the Community
Centre with a good team of cooks although some ‘younger’ helpers to put out tables
and chairs and help with the washing up are needed.  We would love to hear from
you. Contact Sian Rogers on 891823 or Janet Spence on 891115
or janetfspence@btinternet.com

Church Charity for March: The Mothers' Union is our special charity which we
will support with all donations on Sunday 20th March going to their work of within
the Bristol Diocese.  Our local project we are supporting through the MU is The
RISE trust in Chippenham. We have recently given them £2,000 to provide a literacy
project for young children who have missed out on language skills because of the
Covid lockdown.
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When we can, we also provide coaches for families from the RISE and from other
deprived areas in the Diocese to have a day out at Weston-super-Mare - estimated
cost over £4,000.
This is always so much appreciated as many children have never had the
opportunity to visit the seaside. We also campaign against Gender Based Violence
and Modern Day Slavery.

The Mothers' Union works in 83 countries in the world, providing literacy and
numeracy training and helping women to become self-sufficient.  Recently Mothers'
Union in New Zealand have shown their support to members in Tonga in response
to the tsunami, which hit the island in January. They have been able to provide
financial support for urgent supplies, and have also sourced other essential items to
be shipped to the island. Our subscriptions help to fund overseas activities.

Please support this work, either by donating on 20th  March or by leaving a donation
at the Vicarage or at Willow House, West Littleton Road, Marshfield. Cheques
should be made out to 'The Mothers Union Diocese of Bristol'.

PLEASE NOTE: Evensongs: in March will return to a 6.00 pm start time as
evenings are getting lighter as Spring approaches.

Tormarton
Reordering: The final scheme for reordering Tormarton Church has been approved
in principle by the DAC and so we can now start fundraising in earnest. The vision is
to enable to church building to better serve the community both spiritually and for
social gatherings.

West Littleton
Madrigal evening: The Bristol University Madrigal Society will be performing at St
James's Church, West Littleton on Friday 18th March at 7.30pm - to be followed by
supper at Upper Farm. There will be a retiring collection after the concert and the
supper will be £15.

We need to make sure that neither the concert or supper are too crowded so if you'd
like to come please Email sallyyoung106@gmail.com We will then also be able to
get in touch should the Covid situation change nearer the time.

News from the Diocese

 Transforming Church Together: Bishop Viv has recorded a video in which she
shares her vision of the way forward for the Diocese.

This is available under "Transforming Church-the latest update" on the home page
of the Diocesan website  (bristol.anglican.org).

mailto:sallyyoung106@gmail.com
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Benefice Prayer Diary
Marshfield with Cold Ashton and Tormarton with West Littleton

MARCH 2022
A Benefice Prayer
Lord, let us not labour for you in vain. Teach us to pray, deepen our fellowship,
enable our ministry, strengthen our benefice, and nurture our children. That, united
in Christ, we might indeed become a holy temple in which you dwell by your Spirit.
Amen
Week 1: 1st-5th March During the week, please pray:-
- for the people of the parish of Marshfield, its PCC and churchwardens
- for those facing long-term or life-threatening illness, and those who care for them

in a hospital, hospice or at home

Week 2: 6th-12th March During the week, please pray:-
- for the people of the parish of Tormarton, its PCC and churchwarden
- for our Parish Councillors and all those involved in local government, whether as

officials or elected representatives
- for all those individuals, organisations and businesses that maintain and support

the life of our local communities
- for ourselves as people of influence on those we have contact with. May our

faithful God help us to witness to and encourage others through all we do in his
name

Week 3: 13th-19th March During the week, please pray :-
- for the parish of West Littleton, its PCC and  churchwarden
- for the United Nations Organisation  and all those seeking to bring peace and

reconciliation where there is conflict
- for those who work in care services as foster carers, social workers and other

roles

Week 4: 20th-26th March During the week, please pray:-
- for the people of the parish of Cold Ashton, its PCC and churchwarden
- for the Benefice Ministry Team members - Rev Sally Wheeler, Rev Lynne

Godfrey, Andrew Gammie, Aurea Hart and Mike Strathdee
- for the various lunch clubs and other activities that are available to the elderly of

our communities,  and for those volunteers who make them happen

Week 5: 27th-31st March During the week, please pray:-
- for our diocesan Bishop, Vivienne Faull, our suffragan Bishop Lee Rayfield, and

for the staff that support them in leading this diocese
- Christian Aid and other Christian organisations that seek to share God's love

through aid work, particularly their part in the fight against global poverty,
injustice

Please Note: If you would like a prayer to be included in the prayers at our Tuesday prayer group
or in this Prayer Diary, please contact Paul Sawyer, 16, Fairfield Close, Marshfield (891436)
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Benefice Services for March 2022

Please note: All proposed services are still dependent on any Covid regulations
and service leaders may occasionally change.

10.30 am services can be accessed on Zoom  marshfieldchurch.org
Wednesday 2nd March (Ash Wednesday)
  7.00 pm   Service of Ashing             St Mary’s Marshfield            Rev S Wheeler

Sunday 6th March (1st Sunday of Lent)
  9.00 am  Holy Communion Holy Trinity, Cold Ashton    Rev S Wheeler
10.30 am Morning Worship St Mary, Tormarton              A Gammie
10.30 am Morning Worship & Bpt. St Mary’s Marshfield            Rev. S Wheeler
  6.00 pm    Evensong St Mary’s Marshfield            Rev S Wheeler

Bunch/Thrive meet at the Church Hall
Tuesday 8th March
10.00 am Village Communion  St Mary’s, Marshfield
Sunday 13th March (2nd Sunday of Lent )
  9.00 am  Holy Communion             St Mary’s Marshfield           Rev L Godfrey
10.30 am Morning Worship         St  Mary’s Marshfield          Rev S Wheeler
10.30 am  Mattins St James, West Littleton    Rev L Godfrey
  6.00 pm  Evensong St Mary’s, Marshfield          Congregation

Sunday 20th March (3rd Sunday of Lent)
8.30 am Breakfast Church St Mary’s, Marshfield          Rev L Godfrey/JC

  9.00 am   Morning Worship Holy Trinity, Cold Ashton    M Strathdee
  9.00 am   Holy Communion St Mary, Tormarton             Rev S Wheeler
10.30 am   Morning Worship  St Mary’s, Marshfield           M Strathdee
  6.00 pm Holy Communion St Mary’s, Marshfield           Rev L Godfrey

Sunday 27th March (4th Sunday of Lent - Mothering Sunday)
  9.00 am  Holy Communion St James, West Littleton     Rev S Wheeler
10.30 am Holy Communion St Mary’s, Marshfield          Rev S Wheeler
  6.00 pm   Evensong  St Mary’s, Marshfield           A Hart

Chapel Programme for March
Sunday 6th March        10.30 am  Stuart Douglas* (Luke 6:37 - 49)
                                        6.00 pm  Mike Strathdee (Luke 8:40 -56)
Tuesday 8th March       10.00 am  Village Communion
Sunday 13th March      10.30 am  Joint Sunday Service @ St Mary’s
                                        6.00 pm  Peter Foster (Come and share)
Sunday 20th March      10.30 am  John Schofield (Luke 13:1 - 9)
                                        6.00 pm  David Spence* (Matthew 16:13 - 28)
Sunday 27th March      10.30 am  Joint Mothering Sunday service @ St Mary’s
         6.00 pm  David Spence (Songs of Praise)

(* Communion service - the offering will go to Tearfund)


