
Benefice Prayer Diary
Marshfield with Cold Ashton and Tormarton with West Littleton

MARCH 2022
A Benefice Prayer
Lord, let us not labour for you in vain. Teach us to pray, deepen our fellowship,
enable our ministry, strengthen our benefice, and nurture our children. That, united
in Christ, we might indeed become a holy temple in which you dwell by your Spirit.
Amen

Tuesday 1st March:
Pray today for the parish of Marshfield, its PCC, and churchwardens Eric Pullin and
Paul White.

Wednesday 2nd March: Ash Wednesday
Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing that you have made and forgive the
sins of all those who are penitent: create and make in us new and contrite hearts
that we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, may
receive from you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Thursday 3rd March:
Pray for those facing long-term or life-threatening illness, and those who care for
them in a hospital, hospice or at home.

Friday 4th March:
Today is Women’s World Day of Prayer, based on the theme “I know the plans I
have for you”. ” from Jeremiah. The aim is to reflect on some of the issues
facing us today: poverty, domestic abuse and disability, finding hope in difficult
situations and encouragement in the help we can give to each other. Pray that this
may be so in our local communities.

Saturday 5th March:
Pray for other Christians who live in our community but are not part of our parish
churches. Remember particularly the congregation at Marshfield Chapel. March'22

Sunday 6th March: 1st Sunday of Lent
Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ fasted forty days in the wilderness, and was
tempted as we are, yet without sin: give us grace to discipline ourselves in
obedience to your Spirit; and, as you know our weakness, so may we know your
power to save; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.



Monday 7th March:
Pray today for the parish of Tormarton, its PCC, and churchwarden Bruce
Finnamore.

Tuesday 8th March:
Today pray for ourselves as people of influence on those we have contact with. May
our faithful God help us to encourage others through all we do in his name.

Wednesday 9th March:
Pray for our Parish Councillors and all those involved in local government, whether
as officials or elected representatives.

Thursday 10th March:
Give thanks and pray for all those individuals, organisations and businesses that
maintain and support the life of our local communities.

Friday 11th March:
Pray for the toddlers, parents and helpers, as Edward Bear Toddler Church meets
each Friday at Marshfield Chapel.

Saturday 12th March :
“ ‘Anyone can become an old Christian. All it takes is time. Not everyone becomes a
mature Christian.’ Lord, help us to grow in spiritual maturity as well as in the number
of years we have followed you. Make us eager to move from spiritual milk to solid
spiritual food that we may grow strong in Christ” (from the MU Prayer Diary)

Sunday 13th March: 2nd Sunday of Lent
Almighty God, you show to those who are in error the light of your truth, that they
may return to the way of righteousness: grant to all those who are admitted into the
fellowship of Christ’s religion, that they may reject those things that are contrary to
their profession, and follow all such things as are agreeable to the same; through
our Lord Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever

Monday 14th March:
Pray today for the parish of West Littleton, its PCC and  churchwarden David Adams.

Tuesday 15th March:
“Stop fighting, he says and know that I am God, supreme among among the nations,
supreme over the world” (Psalm 46, v10). Pray for the United Nations Organisation
and all those seeking to bring peace and reconciliation where there is conflict.



Wednesday 16th March:
Give thanks for the local GP practice and the services that it provides. Pray for all
involved in caring for others in our communities and for those needing care.

Thursday 17th March:
Give thanks and pray for those who work in care services as foster carers, social
workers and other vital roles, as they offer their love and constant support to some
of the most vulnerable children in our societies

Friday 18th March:
Pray for our linked CMS mission partners Jimmy and Katia Rocks and their family
Joanna and Davi as they continue to develop their ministry of outreach in one of the
areas of Brazil that is most in need

Saturday 19th March:
Today, the Church remembers Joseph of Nazareth. Pray that God will “give us
grace to follow him in faithful obedience to (His) commands” (from the Collect for the
day).

Sunday 20th March: 3rd Sunday of Lent
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain,
and entered not into glory before he was crucified: mercifully grant that we, walking
in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and peace;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Monday 21st March:
Pray today for the parish of Cold Ashton, its PCC, and churchwarden Monica Green

Tuesday 22nd March:
“Dear Lord, as I open my eyes on another day, please accompany me on my
way. Please grant me understanding and encourage me to do your will, so
that when evening falls again you may grant me rest and quietness. Thank
you, Lord”  (St. Asaph, Bishop, 6th Century).

Wednesday 23rd March:
Pray for the Benefice Ministry Team members - Rev Sally Wheeler, Rev Lynne
Godfrey, Andrew Gammie, Aurea Hart and Mike Strathdee - and their ministry to us.
Pray also for those who share in the ministry at Marshfield Chapel.



Thursday 24th March:
“Grant us, Lord God, a vision of your world as your love would have it: where the
weak are protected, and none go hungry or poor; where different races and cultures
live in harmony and mutual respect; where peace is built with justice, and justice is
guided by love.” (from the MU Prayer Diary)

Friday 25th March:
On Lady Day, pray that we may follow Jesus’ mother Mary’s example of obedience
and trust as we respond with love to those who seek our help and nurture the
growth of Christian life in your world.

Saturday 26th March:
Some of the prayers in this Diary are taken from the Mothers’ Union Prayer Diary.
Pray for the local branch and for the worldwide work of MU.

Sunday 27th March: 4th Sunday of Lent - Mothering Sunday
Merciful God, whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, shared the life of a home
in Nazareth and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself: strengthen us
in our daily lives that in joy and sorrow we may know the power of thy presence to
bind together and to heal; through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and
reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Monday 28th March:
Remember the elderly of our communities. Pray for the various lunch clubs and
other activities that are available,  and for those volunteers who make them happen.

Tuesday 29th March:
Pray for our diocesan Bishop, Vivienne Faull, our suffragan Bishop Lee Rayfield,
and for the staff that support them in leading this diocese.

Wednesday 30th March:
Lord, like Mary, may we praise you. “Tell out my soul, the greatness of his
might: powers and dominions lay their glory by; proud hearts and stubborn
wills are put to flight, the hungry fed, the humble lifted high.” (based on The
Magnificat v3)

Thursday 31st March:
Christian Aid and other Christian organisations have long sought to share God's
love through aid work. Pray for them, particularly their part in the fight against global
poverty, injustice and disease.

Please Note: If you would like a prayer to be included in our Tuesday prayer group or in this
Prayer Diary, please contact Paul Sawyer, 16, Fairfield Close,  Marshfield (891436)


