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Minutes of Marshfield PCC Meeting  
held via Zoom on 28th April 2020 at 7.30pm 

 
1. The meeting opened with prayer.   
 

2. Those present: Revd. Sally Wheeler(SW),  Aurea Hart(AH), Andrew Gammie (AG), Eric Pullin(EP),  Paul White 

(PW),  Lynne White (LW), Bob Wheeler (BW), Richard Owen (RO), Melanie Hardy (MH), Kate Brain (KBr), Kirsty 

Bushell (KB), John Pullin(JP), Donna Chambers (DC) and Revd. Lynne Godfrey (LG) 
 

Apologies for absence received from: Peter Brunyate (PB), Amelia Pryor (AP), Kate Precious (KP), and John 

Sanderson (JS) 
 

3. Approval of Minutes 20th January and 9th February (extraordinary meeting) 2020 These were approved and 

signed.  Post meeting note: a scaffolding alarm is necessary; this may cost up to £1600.00 but is a requirement 

within our Ecclesiastical Insurance policy.  PW confirmed that outstanding references have been received and 

accepted. 
 

4. Our Vision and Priorities - Deepening Discipleship, engaging younger families and growing leaders through: 
 

WITNESS 
a) Eco Church  

➢ SW shared latest Eco-Church newsletter (no.4).  Management plan for churchyard: to maintain area in 
front of church but majority of churchyard be allowed to grow (paths will be mown through for access).  A 
wildlife survey will be carried out amongst other planned projects.  Notices are in place on church gates to 
explain the work in progress.  The management team are working towards the Bronze Eco-Church award.  

➢ BW explained the Community Payback team have asked for approval and completion of a Community 
Project Safety Plan for 2020; for approval by PCC.  No additional risk assessment from St. Mary’s is 
necessary.  The PCC approved the Community Project Safety Plan for 2020.  

       Action: BW will return completed form 
➢ Peter Woodward has asked PCC to sign up to ‘Caring for God’s Acre’; an organisation that supports 

churches in looking after their churchyards, creating and protecting these living sanctuaries  
(www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk). Membership fee £40/year but free of charge this year.  AH proposed 
that PCC joins ‘Caring for God’s Acre’, PW seconded and all PCC approved the motion. Action: 
KBr to complete and sign application form.  MH to feedback to Peter Woodward 

➢ Peter Woodward also suggested setting up a means for financial support for caring for the churchyard. 
KBr happy to organise a separate restricted account for the churchyard. SW and PCC agreed to set aside 
an initial budget of £500.00, in addition to any specific donations, to be monitored and reviewed by KBr, 
SW and PCC on a regular basis. 
PW reiterated that both he and EP, as churchwardens, are responsible for the overall care of the 
churchyard.  They have therefore kindly asked to be informed of any expenditure up to £100.00, with 
anything exceeding this to be approved by the PCC. Action: KBr & SW/MH to feedback to Churchyard 
committee 
SW wished to thank all those who have been working so hard to support the care of St. Mary’s 
churchyard. 
 

     b,c,d)    Deepening Faith during this epidemic 
SW acknowledged opportunities and difficulties during this time.   SW asked PCC members to consider 
the following 4 questions, asked by Bishop Viv to all PCC’s within the Diocese, during this epidemic: 
1. What has been going well?   
The church website has become the key source of information and communication.  SW thanked 
Richard Shreeve for his support and time to ensure the site is up to date with user-friendly links.     
Marshfield Church Facebook page with thanks to Molly Williams for her regular posts, sharing 
information about forthcoming services etc.  
Sunday Post has become a Benefice Post that SW is emailing out. Paul Sawyer has assisted with these.  
The four churches have been working more closely as a Benefice.   
Zoom is working well with positive and constructive feedback received; meeting a need. It was agreed 
that this platform for services continue, perhaps monthly, once the lockdown restrictions have been lifted.  
PW agreed to keep a record of numbers in attendance at 10.30am Sunday services.   

http://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/
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Homegroup has been meeting weekly using the church website’s link. 
Alpha Group the group has been unable to meet via Zoom but participants are being regularly contacted 
by the Strathdees who have led the course until now. 
The ministry team are providing pastoral support over the phone to church members (including those in 
care homes). 
Church community has come together 
2. What do you feel you have lost? 
Tranquility of the church building/Evensongs/Seeing the children/Sharing the peace; 
touch/Communion/Bells 
3. What have we learned? 
How flexible and resilient we are/how we have adapted to technology/how much we depend on 
one another/that Church is the people, not the building 
4. Is there anything else you would like to tell me, as your Bishop, about your own experience and the 

experience of your community in recent days? 
Needs have been quickly met within the village itself although there may still be those who are in 
need but not asking for help.  Action: SW & MH share link for Christians Against Poverty (CAP) via 
Facebook and Sunday Post. 
 

      e)    VE Day (8th May) 
 KB explained that the National Commemoration for VE day has moved across to VJ day on 15th August 2020. 

The armed forces charity SSAFA is encouraging local support (across the South West) from the public, by  
encouraging them to raise a toast in their garden/front room at 8pm.  It would be lovely to display any bunting, 
union jacks etc to show the respect and affection due to our veterans . Action: KB provide links on  
Facebook/Church website for resources and activities for families.  Action: DC share the information with  
Marshfield Primary School 
At 3pm SW will be at the War Memorial, with KB representing SSAFA and a Parish Council representative will  
be invited to represent the village.  There will also be a simple Act of Remembrance at the war memorial at  
10.55am prior to the National two minute silence at 11am.    
 

         f) Church Fete (20th June)  
            Due to social distancing rules in place for the foreseeable future, the Church Fete will sadly be cancelled.  
            Action: EP contact Quentin & Carol Woodley.  Up to £3000.00 was raised at last year.  An alternative fund- 
            raising activity, perhaps within the Harvest Supper evening, to be considered.  Provisional date set for Harvest  
            Supper (to review nearer the time): Saturday 10th October 2020.  A Church quiz night also to be considered. 

 

       g)  Cotswold Edge PW has liaised with Paul Sawyer.  They have agreed to work as a team, with Paul Sawyer  
             continuing as editor and PW now in charge of the printing. 
 

WORSHIP 
a) Our Giving  

Pam Mills sent her apologies as the end of year accounts for 2019 are not ready for PCC’s approval.  These 
will be ready for next meeting. 
Latest Accounts & Update (previously attached). KBr referred to St Mary’s accounts Jan-Mar 2020, when 
St Mary’s was still open for all services (excluding Mothering Sunday) and therefore generally unaffected by 
the epidemic. During April however, church collections have reduced with church now closed.  Those who use 
the gift-aided envelopes can still use them and post through KBr’s letterbox.  Parishioners to be reminded of 
this and the opportunity to give through Parish Share.  Both blue envelopes and Parish Share information to 
be placed in the church porch, with relevant instructions.  SW will let parishioners know via Sunday/Benefice 
Post and church website.   
PW asked re: grant applications.  Action PW to liaise with PB. 
Feedback: 

• PW reported that the swallows have returned to nest within the porch. 

• SW reported that Kids Club parents are being sent resources by the Kids Club team and LG (who is also 
inviting Bunch to a Zoom session).  SW is sending a message to Marshfield Primary School children via 
the school’s new communication platform ‘Seasaw’, to stay connected.  Action ALL to keep staff and 
children in our prayers. 

• Occasional offices: all weddings and baptisms re-scheduled to 2021.   There has been a rise in number of 
funerals recently; a challenge for all involved due to the current restrictions.  BW has been tolling the bells 
on request. 
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WELCOME 
a) Safeguarding update – AH. We now have the Silver Award for Safe & Welcome.  A parish action plan will be 

shared at a future PCC meeting.   
b) Kids Club Venue Nil to report since last meeting due to current circumstances and still awaiting drawings 

from architect.  
c) Health & Safety Nil to report.  
d) Fabric Report - PW 

Quinquennial Electrical certificate received.  Awaiting quotes for replacement of all lights with LED lighting. 
Church fabric is fine at present. 
Clock Repair Works have been delayed due to current epidemic.  The clock is presently in Simon Boyd’s 
workshop for repair.  Work on the dial requires scaffolding so delayed.  Stonework also delayed.   
Church heating sub-group feedback – BW 
Due to current closure of the church, oil usage is down and tank remains ¼ full.  Therefore conversion to 
kerosene, planned over Easter, has been postponed until needed.   

 

5.       Matters arising 

      APCM – previously planned for April 26th.  Revised date: June 28th 2020 via Zoom. 

 

6.       Correspondence  
Side Chapel Altar Frontal – a replacement is needed.  Ideas for a new design (previously attached) were 
discussed. General opinion was that the design could be more theological, colourful and abstract. Action: SW  
to feedback.  

 

7.        Benefice, Deanery & Diocesan news Nil to report.   

 

8.       AOB & items for next PCC meeting  
      KB suggested a scheduled time for coffee and chat post church service, via Zoom. This was positively 
      Received; to be considered.   
 

9.      Date of next meeting A half hour meeting, Thursday May 18th 7.30 - 8pm, via Zoom; to approve end of 
     year accounts 2019. 
 

10.      Closing Prayer 
      

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed_________________________________               Date____________________  


