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The Primary Purposes of the Deanery Synod and the Deanery Leadership Team are: 

 

• Firstly, to act as a forum to hear what is happening in parishes, encouraging and supporting 
one another in mission and ministry.  

• Secondly, to help contextualise the Diocesan strategy locally and support parishes as 
together we seek to implement it.  

• Thirdly, to maintain and build our partnership with our link Ugandan Diocese of Mukono.  

• Finally, to communicate good practice and pertinent issues to Diocesan Synod through our 
representatives and/or directly to the Bishop’s staff via the Lay Chair (Ron Pool) or Area 
Dean (Rev. Sally Wheeler). 
 

We have three Deanery Synod representatives – Aurea Hart (Deanery Treasurer), Bob Wheeler 
and Kate Precious. 
 

The second meeting was in June when the theme was ‘Resources for Parishes’.  The worship was 
led by a music group from St Paul’s Church, with a focus on celebrating ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ and 
Parish Focus was on St Paul’s Chippenham. The Rev Simon Dunn and Becky Melton, St Paul’s 
Youth Minister, spoke about the church’s relationship with community caring and the support that 
could be offered in difficult and tragic circumstances, and how they had built on contacts made with 
the local secondary schools.  Prior to the meeting the Area Dean had sent out three questions for 
PCCs to discuss and feedback on. The Rev Victor Howlett led discussions on these responses to 
find out where the Deanery priorities should lie in providing help and resources for parishes.  The 
top three were: 

• How small groups can work in a rural setting 

• Ideas how to sustain existing patterns of worship or introduce new ones 

• Forum to share ideas and practical help. 
 

At the final meeting in November 2019, parishes were given a list of resources which can be 
accessed electronically to help parishes respond to the challenges they face. The meeting focused 
on Eco-Church, a scheme run by A Rocha to help churches assess their progress in five areas: 
Worship and Teaching; Buildings; Church Land; Global and Community Links; and Lifestyle.  
Parish Focus was on parishes who had already signed up to Eco-Church, St Andrew’s Castle 
Combe who had already achieved an Eco-Church Silver Award from A Rocha and Marshfield, who 
had started by doing the audit.   
 

The Diocese celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the Uganda Link in October and we had hoped that 
Bishop James and Archdeacon Wilson from our link Diocese of Mukono would be with us for this 
but they were unable to obtain visas.  As part of the celebrations within the deanery we were able 
to worship with the African Youth Choir at St Andrews in Chippenham and the Choir, also made 
very successful visits to three of our church primary schools.  
 

During the year the Deanery organised a First Aid Course, the cost of which was subsidised by the 
Deanery, and a session on the Healing Ministry. 

Aurea Hart, Deanery Synod Representative   Fabric report for St Mary the Virgin church, Marshfield, 2019/2020 
The last two months of this church reporting year have been rather overshadowed by the Covid-19 pandemic Lockdown, however the church building is still free from any major problems! 10. Thank you to Bob Wheeler for organising a team from Community Payback who carried out numerous jobs in the churchyard during the year, including the refurbishment of some of the churchyard benches. 

Items 2,3,4 & 9  above were included in the repairs flagged up by the Quinquennial report of 2018. 
When item 9 has been completed, all the recommendations in that report will have been dealt with. 
This is very satisfying as we will have done the work well before the 5 year timescale! I would like 
to thank, once again, all those who have helped with the upkeep of the church and especially to 
those who advise me of things that need doing which I may not have noticed, however small!!   Paul White (Churchwarden). 17th April 2020 
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Safeguarding The Policies and Procedures for the Diocese are posted on the Diocesan website.  http://www.bristol.anglican.org/parish-resources/safeguarding/ and the policies for Marshfield are in the Safeguarding Folder which is kept at the back of church and on our own website (www.marshfieldchurch.org).      St Mary’s Kids Club Report  Leaders and Helpers Kids Club Format and Content Kids Club Attendance The Crèche             Edward Bear Bunch    Thrive   St Mary’s Marshfield Bell ringers report Music at St Mary’s Marshfield  Marshfield Wednesday Lunch Club  Report from Marshfield branch of The Mothers’ Union   St Mary Marshfield APCM 2020: Incumbent’s Report 
Connecting with God, Each other and our Community, and Caring for Creation in the name of Christ 

 

‘The past is a foreign country; they do things differently there…’ These words of L.P. Hartley in his 
book ‘The Go-Between’ 1953, seem pertinent as we look fondly back at 2019, which does seem 
like another world to what we are currently experiencing. 
 

In 2019 we continued to base our worship and service on our priorities to ‘Connect with God, each 
other and our community’. Significantly, we added a further commitment  – that of ‘Caring for 
Creation’. The PCC signed up whole-heartedly to the Eco Church initiative to enable us to build on 
initial efforts at promoting and modelling sustainability in our church lives and our own homes. 
 There has been genuine enthusiasm and some changes were speedily made – from using only 
eco and Fairtrade products in the hospitality and cleaning facilities in church and changing 
lightbulbs for LEDs, to approaching the management of the churchyard with fresh regard for the 
well-being of flora and fauna, while maintaining this as a sacred and peaceful place. The 
Remembrance Garden for ashes is being re-planned at the moment to ensure year-round plants 
suited to this area of the churchyard.  
Our annual pattern of services continued to pick up on the theme of Creation through Plough, 
Rogation and Harvest celebrations with opportunities to teach on the importance of caring for the 
world around us. This is an ongoing journey shared with those of other faiths or none, as we 
recognise our need to respect the environment and protect it for the future. As we approach the 
Bronze Level Eco Award, we are grateful for the commitment of an enthusiastic team of church 
and community members, overseen by Peter Woodward. 
 
There are always ‘thank you’s which should be noted, although the church functions as well as it 
does, because there are so many involved in its life and worship, so it will not be possible to 
mention all by name!  I am grateful to the Ministry team for their dedication and willingness to serve 
you through taking services and leading groups, and I am delighted that Rev. Lynne Godfrey, 
having finished her curacy, has become Associate Minister in our Benefice. 
I am the only paid minister in our Benefice – the rest of the ministry team offer their own time and 
skills to serve the church, along with so many other volunteers – PCC members, churchwardens, 
sides-men and women, bell ringers; flower arrangers, coffee makers; children and youth work 
leaders. Thank you all for using your gifts so selflessly to serve God and others. 
 

At the end of last year Pam Mills handed on the Treasurer role to Kate Brain: our sincere thanks go 
to  Pam and to Robin and Mary Hammond for their work as a finance team. The church finances 
are in a sound state with many giving regularly in a planned way through the Parish Giving 
Scheme. This means our Treasurer has a clear idea how much money will come in each month to 
meet regular outgoings. Thank you to everyone who gives in this way and in other ways to support 
the life and work of the church. We would not be here without the faithful giving of congregation 
members and community support. 
 

The Churchwarden’s report has summed up well the new place we find ourselves in this year – 
worship continues and there are positives in that the internet has brought people together in a new 
way across the Benefice. The chance to meet with others, even if online, has been much valued in 
the enforced isolation lockdown caused. There have been concerted efforts to ensure those unable 
to access the internet are supported in other ways by phone and printed publications. 
 

Perhaps the biggest concern is the effect of lockdown and the school closures on children and 
young people – not only have they missed out on the regular contact with peers through school, 
they have also missed out on the regular assemblies and Kids Club. On-line hasn’t worked so well 
for them, although there is a desire to find something that might work and there is a hope that we 
can go ahead with an online version of the Summer Holiday Club. 
 

Following the impact of Covid 19 the future for the Church of England and for the country as a 
whole, will involve courage and resilience as we cope with change and the as yet unseen effects of 
lockdown on people’s lives and livelihoods.  
At such a time, as people of faith we turn to God’s word for reassurance and hope and I offer you 
these words which God impressed on me at the start of lockdown:  
 

http://www.bristol.anglican.org/parish-resources/safeguarding/
http://www.marshfieldchurch.org/
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So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and 
help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.                                              Isaiah 41.10 
 

Rev. Sally Wheeler Vicar  


