
An Order of Worship for Morning Praise 
 

 

A Service of the Word for Ascensiontide  
Ascension Day marked the first day of ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ - an annual invitation 
to prayer called by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York.  Lasting for ten days, 
the focus is specific prayer across churches, households and as individuals for 
friends, families, communities and nations to come to know the saving love of God 
in Jesus Christ; 
and for ourselves that empowered by God’s Spirit we would grow in confidence to 
tell of God’s love.  
  
There are a range of resources, including daily videos, to support you on the 
dedicated Thy Kingdom Come app (available on iOS and Android) or at 
www.thykingdomcome.global 
 
The Preparation 
 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you:  
and also with you. 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, for forty days we have been celebrating with 
joyful hearts the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, his bursting from the tomb 
and his defeat of the power of sin and death. He appeared to his disciples many 
times and told them about the kingdom of God.  
Today we recall how he left this earth and returned to his Father, ascending into 
heaven to take his throne over all dominions and powers.  
 
 Collect for Thy Kingdom Come  
 

Almighty God, your ascended Son 
 has sent us into the world to  
preach the good news of your kingdom:  
inspire us with your Spirit  
and fill our hearts with the fire of your love,  
that all who hear your Word may be drawn to you,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 
 
Confession  
What God has prepared for those who love him, 
he has revealed to us through the Spirit; 
for the Spirit searches everything. 
Therefore, let us in penitence open our hearts to the Lord, 
who has prepared good things for those who love him. 

1 Corinthians 2.9,10 

You raise the dead to life in the Spirit: 

http://www.thykingdomcome.global/


Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

You bring pardon and peace to the broken in heart: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 

You make one by your Spirit the torn and divided: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Absolution 
Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us 
a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive us our sins, 
open our eyes to God’s truth, 
strengthen us to do God’s will 
and give us the joy of his kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Raise our hopes and hearts, 
that our discipleship in this world 

may be touched with the glory of heaven, 
and our lives be signs and promises  
of the fullness of life to come. 
 
Hymn (as a tribute to Pauline)  

Morning has broken like the first morning 
Blackbird has spoken like the first bird 
Praise for the singing, praise for the morning 
Praise for them springing fresh from the Word 
 

Sweet the rain's new fall, sunlit from heaven 
Like the first dew fall on the first grass 
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden 
Sprung in completeness where His feet pass 
Mine is the sunlight, mine is the morning 
Born of the One Light Eden saw play 
Praise with elation, praise every morning 
God's recreation of the new day 
 
The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
so, let us be still, and pray with one heart and mind.  
 
Prayer and Reflection 
‘Be still and know that I am God’  
 
We reflect in Silence:  
 



Silence... means offering God my heart and for Him to speak to me.' 
 
'It took me a while to feel safe in silence...' 
 
'Silence is the closest I ever felt to being the person God intended me to be.' 
 
'I can't explain what it means to meet Jesus in that place...' 
 
'Silence to me means being available to God' 
 
'Silence... means offering God my heart and for Him to speak to me.' 
 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING Acts 1.6-14 

 

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to 
teach until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through 
the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. After his suffering, he showed 
himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He 
appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of 
God.  
 

On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: 
"Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have 
heard me speak about.  
For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit."  
 

So when they met together, they asked him,  
"Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" 
He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by 
his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth."  
 

After he said this, he was taken up before their very 
eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.  
They were looking intently up into the sky as he was 
going, when suddenly two men dressed in white 
stood beside them.  
"Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here 
looking into the sky?  
This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into 
heaven, will come back in the same way you have 
seen him go into heaven." 
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill called 
the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day's walk from the 
city. When they arrived, they went upstairs to the 
room where they were staying.  



 

Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, 
Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and 
Judas son of James.  
They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the 
mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 
 

This is the word of the Lord:  
Thanks be to God 
 
Reflection   Andrew Gammie 
 
We renew our commitment to our reigning Lord 
 

Let us affirm the faith of the Church which Christ commissions us to share with the 
world  
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father source of all being and life, the One for 
whom we exist?  
I believe and trust in Him.  
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son  who took our human nature,  died for us 
and rose again?  
I believe and trust in Him.  
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit who gives life to the people of God  
and makes Christ known in the world?  
I believe and trust in Him.  
 

This is the faith of the Church.  
This is our faith.  
We believe and trust in one God,  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   Amen  
 

Intercessions  
 

The following response is used :  
Lord, bless Your world  
And fill us with Your Spirit  
 
At the end: 
Merciful Father,  
Accept these prayers for the sake of Your Son,   
our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Amen  
  
The Lord’s Prayer  
 

 Being made one by the power of the Spirit,  
 let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:    
 



OUR FATHER who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory  
For ever and ever, Amen                      
 

Hymn  
You're the Word of God the Father 
From before the world began. 
Ev'ry star and ev'ry planet 
Has been fashioned by Your hand. 
All creation holds together 
By the power of Your voice. 
Let the skies declare Your glory; 
Let the land and seas rejoice! 
 

You're the Author of creation; 
You're the Lord of ev'ry man; 
And Your cry of love  
rings out across the lands. 
 
Yet You left the gaze of angels, 
Came to seek and save the lost, 
And exchanged the joy of heaven 
For the anguish of a cross. 
With a prayer You fed the hungry; 
With a word You calmed the sea; 
Yet how silently You suffered 
That the guilty may go free! 
 

You're the Author of creation; 
You're the Lord of ev'ry man; 
And Your cry of love  
rings out across the lands. 
 
With a shout You rose victorious, 
Wresting vict'ry from the grave, 
And ascended into heaven, 
Leading captives in Your way. 
Now You stand before the Father, 
Interceding for Your own; 
From each tribe and tongue and nation, 
You are leading sinners home!  
 



You're the Author of creation; 
You're the Lord of ev'ry man; 
And Your cry of love  
rings out across the lands. 
 
The Conclusion 
 

God the Father, who has given to His Son the name above every name,  
strengthen you to proclaim Christ Jesus as Lord.  
 Amen.  
  
God the Son, who is our great high priest passed into the heavens,  
plead for you at the right hand of the Father.  
Amen.  
  
God the Holy Spirit, who pours out His abundant gifts upon the Church,  
make you faithful servants of Christ our King.  
Amen.  
  
And the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen.  
  
 

Blessing 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This order of service has been produced using the authorised material from  
Thy Kingdom Come  and Common Worship. 
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