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Welcome to our E-Newsletter with an update on all things Eco Church at St Mary’s.   
 

We are registered as part of the Eco Church. The scheme aims to  
encourage and support communities taking actions that show 
Christian stewardship in caring for our environment and each other.  
Over 2800 churches have now registered with the Eco Church 
scheme.  Further details here: Eco Church 
 

The closure of the church and restrictions on meeting up due to the 
Coronavirus crisis have temporarily impacted on our efforts.  
However, with Spring definitely in the air, there is still much to 
report and celebrate, especially around the churchyard. 
 

An Easter message from Reverend Sally Wheeler 
Seasons are an important way of marking out our lives. Throughout this season of Lent, many have been 
following  a 40-day challenge to ‘Care for God’s Creation’ as part of our commitment to be good stewards 
of the earth, its creatures and its resources.  Lent is a time when, as Christians, we prepare to celebrate 
God’s redemption of the world in Jesus at Easter. This year’s Lent reflections have helped to broaden our 
view of Christ’s great redeeming mission – it is for all people, all creatures, all the earth. It is a mission 
Christians are called to share. Our efforts in St Mary’s churchyard, our ‘corner of God’s Earth’, are about 
learning to value and protect the abundance God has created, and to point people to God as the Creator.  
 “Human Beings, endowed with intelligence and love, and drawn by the fullness of Christ, are called to lead 
all creatures back to their Creator.” Words from Pope Francis, quoted in LiveLent# Care for God’s Creation. 
 

Three wonders of nature spotted in our churchyard this month… 
 

 
 

• A Slow Worm, Anguis fragalis which, despite appearance, is actually a legless lizard, not a worm or 
a snake! Its identity is given away by its abilities to shed its tail and blink with its eyelids.  
 

• Sweet Violets Viola odorata.   There is a legend that you can only smell violet flowers once - this is 
untrue, but has its basis in a quirk of evolution. Ionine, one of the chemicals that makes up the 
sweet violet’s scent, has the power to deaden the smell receptors once It has been sniffed. 

 

• King Alfred’s Cakes, Daldinia concentrica. Tiny fire-lighters with an embarrassing story, King Alfred’s 
cakes are named after his poor baking skills. Also called coal fungus, carbon fungus, cramp balls. 

https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/


Managing the Churchyard  We are evolving the way we 

look after the churchyard to maintain its tranquillity and 
amenity value, whilst also encouraging more wildlife.  Mary 
Keen and Catriona Mangham have gifted their expertise to 
produce proposals for management into the future. These 
are now being implemented. Most noticeable in the coming 
months is a change to the mowing regime for parts of the 
churchyard. Areas will be allowed to grow through to mid- 
August with a series of mowed paths giving access around 
the churchyard.  Contact us for a copy of the plan.  
 

Dead hedge sanctuary A stand of vigorous young 

sycamore trees have been threatening to destabilise part of 
the east boundary wall and several tombs.  These have now 
been cut back by Paul White and David Colbourne.  The 
branches have been stacked to create a dead hedge.  This is 
good for wildlife, especially for small mammals and birds and 
insects. It gives them somewhere to shelter, protected from 
predators and from the wind and rain.  
 

Opening eyes to nature Did you know that an amazing 78 species of lichen have 

been recorded in our churchyard.  The records are kept for all to see in the National 
Biodiversity Network atlas.  See NBN atlas 

‘Caring for God’s Acre’ has partnered with the National Biodiversity Network (NBN) 
to create a Burial Grounds Portal on the NBN Atlas.  This online tool provides a 
platform to engage, educate and inform people about the natural world. We hope 
to include many more records as we do a thorough survey of the flora and fauna at 
St Mary’s.  Please contact us if you’d like to join the team doing survey work.  
 

Compost system fully operational   
Our new church composting system is to the 
north of the church tower. Big thanks to Simon 
Gaylard and Celia and Mike Strathdee for efforts preparing 
the site.  Four bins have been installed named ‘Matthew’, 
‘Mark’, ‘Luke’ and ‘John’.  The system enables regular 
turning of material to produce a lovely compost.  Have a 
peek under the cover of ‘John’ to see some finished 
material.  Contact Peter Woodward if you’d like to join the 
composting rota for shredding, turning and sieving! 

 
 

 

Would you like to get more involved with Eco Church at St Mary’s? 
 

We are taking actions across the five Eco Church themes.  These are the nominated contacts if you’d like 
to share an idea or get more involved:  

1) Worship and teaching  Sally Wheeler  marshfield.benefice@gmail.com 
2) Managing our buildings  Bob Wheeler  rjwheeler77@gmail.com 
3) Managing our land   Peter Woodward peterwoodward@questnet.co.uk 
4) Community/global outreach Lynne White  lynne.white50@gmail.com  
5) Our lifestyles   Sally Kerr  sally@kerr105.com 

 

If you have news/ideas for this newsletter or have any enquiry please contact Eco Church at St Mary’s  
Co-ordinator, Peter Woodward: peterwoodward@questnet.co.uk  
 

 

https://burialgrounds-places.nbnatlas.org/places/8925023
mailto:peterwoodward@questnet.co.uk
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