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Order of Service 
  

1. The Candle Lighting 
  

Everyone is welcomed to the Passover meal, which celebrates the way God rescues 
his people from slavery. We keep silence as we get ready to receive God’s Blessing. 
  
  

The candles are lit and we say: 

  

Blessed are you Lord God of all creation. 
Of your goodness we have the gift of light to lighten our darkness. 

  

The Leader prays: 

  

 May the brightness of these small lights remind us of the great light of your    
           Love which brings joy and hope to all. 
 Blessed be God forever! 
  
  

2. The Grace 
 The glasses are filled and raised as we pray: 

  

 Blessed are you Lord God of all creation; 
 Through your goodness we have this wine to drink, 
  Fruit of the vine and the work of human hands. 
 Blessed be God forever! 
  

Everyone drinks their wine or grape juice and the glass is filled again 
  
 
3. The Washing of Hands 
  

After we have washed hands in the water bowls we pray: 
  

 Blessed are you, Lord God of all Creation! 
 You alone can make us clean; You alone can make us holy 
 Blessed be God forever! 



 (At the Last supper it was feet rather than hands that were washed by Jesus) 
  
 

 

John 13.1-17, 31b-35 
 

 

 
 
 
4. Eating a Springtime Herb 
The Leader takes some parsley saying: 
  
  Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation. 
 Each springtime, through your goodness, 
  The earth brings forth plants and fruit to renew the world we inhabit. 
  
Everyone eats some parsley and dips it in the salt water.  
  
 
5. The Bread-sharing 
The Leader picks up the three pieces of unleavened bread (matzo) and puts aside 
half a piece for unexpected guests. 
  
 Blessed are you, Lord God of all Creation 
 Through your goodness we have this bread to eat 
 Which earth has given, and human hands have made. 
 Let us always share our bread with the hungry. 
 We remember now all those who are persecuted or poor. 

  Next year may we and they be free. 
  The Passover cannot be complete until all God’s people are free. 
   Blessed be God for ever! 
 
This is the bread of pain and affliction eaten by the Israelites in Egypt when 
they were slaves, and which any who are oppressed eat now. 
Take this all of you and eat it. 

  
 
The bread is shared around, and dipped into the salty water before eating it, 
remembering the tears of the poor and the oppressed. 
  
(The piece of bread put aside earlier would now be now hidden to be found later). 
  
A child opens a door to show that we welcome all who are hungry in body and spirit. 
  

The door is opened wide. 
  
Let all who are hungry for bread and for freedom, for truth and for peace, 
Come share the bread which our God provides for us. 

  
 
 



6. The Story 
Children take it in turns to ask these questions: 
  
Why is this night different from all other nights? 
  
Thank you for asking that question. It is always good to ask questions and find out 
the answers. That way you will learn the story we share and understand the 
traditions we value. 
  
Tonight is different from all the other night because we are celebrating something 
amazing. Once God’s people were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt and God rescued 
them, bringing them out of slavery and into the promise of redemption.  
Terrible suffering was turned into happiness and blessing. 
  
Why do we eat only flat bread without yeast tonight? 
  
When pharaoh let God’s people go, they had to escape in a great hurry. They had 
no time to wait for their bread to rise, so they baked it flat, like the bread we are 
eating tonight. 
  
Why do we eat bitter herbs tonight? 
  
The bitter herbs (the horseradish) remind us that life was bitter and sad for the 
people when they were enslaved in Egypt. When we taste the bitter herbs, we 
taste the bitterness of every person who is sad and oppressed and longs to be 
free. 
  
Why do we have sweet food to eat? 
  

The sweet food will remind us of the sweetness of freedom when God 
brought His people out of slavery. It reminds us of the sweetness of God’s 
goodness and love which always triumph over evil.   

  

Why do we eat parsley?  
  

We have parsley because it reminds us of all the fresh green plants of springtime 
which bring new life to the world each year. Our God loves us and looks after us 
and that makes us happy. 
  
Why do we dip our parsley and bread in the salt water? 
  

The salt water reminds us of the tears which people cry when they are very sad. 
As we taste the salty water, we remember the tears of the people when they were 
slaves and the tears of everyone who is not free, or at peace with God. 
  
Why is there a lamb bone? 
  

Because the people ate lamb that last night in slavery in Egypt, just before they 
were able to escape. They sacrificed a lamb and put its blood on the doorposts of 
their homes; and so, they were protected when the plague of death ‘passed over’ 
them that night. This was the tenth and final plague before Pharaoh agreed to let 
Moses and the people go.  



Let us express our compassion for the Egyptians. They were enemies of God’s 
people, but they were still children of God and our fellow human beings.  
We feel for all who suffer, whether friends or enemies. 
  
As each plague is mentioned everyone dips a finger in their wine and drips it onto 
their plate to remember the suffering: 
  

Blood...Frogs...Vermin...Flies...Cattle disease...  
Boils...Hailstones...Locusts...Darkness...Death of firstborn. 
 

Why are we taking so much trouble over this meal tonight with cushions 
and special food? 
  
Because thanks to God’s loving rescue we have been set free from slavery.  
In spite of all the tears and sadness in our world there is so much to thank God 
for and we want to enjoy thanking him as well as we can for all He has done in 
our lives. 
  
All: Blessed be God for ever!  

  

Everyone drinks their wine or grape juice and then refills the glass. 
  

Now we are ready to enjoy the Passover meal! 
  

We’ll taste the bitterness of pain and oppression 
And the sweetness of hope and freedom. 
We’ll eat thankfully of all God’s gifts and rejoice that we can share this time 
and this food together in God’s company. 

  
7.The Meal    
Enjoy your treats, as well as the bitter and spring herbs, the flat bread, the fruits and 
nuts and  wine! 
 
8. Hunt the ‘Matzo’ 
After the meal the children would usually search for the hidden piece of matzo 
(unleavened bread) and the one who finds it is given a reward. This piece of bread 
would then be broken and shared among everyone there. 
We will hold the piece of ‘bread’ we put aside earlier and say the following words: 
  

This bread is broken and shared to remind us of the Passover lambs which 
were sacrificed and shared, to give the people strength for their journey to 
freedom and protection from the plague of death. 
  

This was the bread Jesus took and to which he gave new meaning as we remember 
on Sundays at Communion. We hear Jesus’ words from St Matthew 26 v.26-28 
  
We eat the put-aside fragment of bread. 

 
  
 

9. Grace after the Meal 
The Bible tells us that when we have eaten and are satisfied, we should thank the 
Lord our God for the good things which he has given us. We have eaten and are 
satisfied, so let us thank God now. 



  
Everyone raises their glass as they pray: 

  
O Lord our God, we praise you and thank you for feeding us all in body and 
spirit. 

  

Women and girls: 
 We thank you for the good earth and its fruitfulness 

  

Men and boys: 
We thank you for the friendship we have shared tonight 
 And for the loving kindness you shower on us each day. 

  

All 
We thank you for freeing us from slavery and sin 
through the gift of your forgiveness. 
We pray that all God’s children may be freed 
From hatred and hunger, oppression and guilt,  
Free to live contentedly in your love. Amen 
  

Everyone drinks their wine or grape juice 
  

Let us go in God’s peace. Peace for us and peace for all people in the world.  
No more war, no more oppression. Justice and peace for everyone. Let it be so. 
  

Amen. Let it be so 
  
Everyone sings ‘ Shalom my friends’ 

  

Shalom my friends, shalom my friends, Shalom, shalom.  
The peace of God be yours today, Shalom, shalom. 

 
We blow out our candle. 
In darkness we listen to what happened next, on that night when Jesus shared the  
Passover meal with his friends… 

 

 

 


