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Minutes of Marshfield PCC Meeting on 1st July 2019 
 
PCC Members Present: Revd S. Wheeler (SW), Revd Lynne Godfrey (LG), P. White (PW), E. Pullin (EP), 
A. Gammie (AG), M. Hardy (MH), A. Hart (AH), J. Sanderson (JS), L. White (LW), Bob Wheeler (BW), Pam 
Mills (PM), Donna Chambers (DC) 
 

1) SW opened with prayer 
 

2) Apologies for absence: K. Precious (KP), R. Owen (RO), P. Brunyate (PB), J. Pullin (JP) 
 

3) Approval of Minutes 29th April 2019: These were approved and signed. 
 

Our Vision and Priorities: 
Deepening discipleship, Engaging younger families and Growing leaders 

 

4)      WITNESS 
a) FEEDBACK 

Church Fete 22nd June: Great success; brought the community together and £3380.00 raised for Clock 
Repair Fund.  EP and PW expressed their thanks to everyone who helped on the day including those 
who helped with preparations the day before and with clearing up afterwards.  SW sent a note of thanks 
to Quentin and Carol Woodley who kindly gave permission for the use of their garden at the Old 
Vicarage.  To ask Quentin and Carol Woodley whether they would be happy for us to use their garden 
again next year                                                                     EP
                                      

b) PLANNING 
      Harvest:  PCC agreed to plan another Harvest Supper at the Community Centre on 28th September. 
     Sub-committee needed: LW, MH & SW agreed to help.  MH to ask David Colbourne whether he would  
     like to help again.  JS offered to help with publicity again this year.  To ask members not present at  
     meeting and volunteers to be requested via Sunday Post                                                                     MH 
     To approach musicians who may like to provide entertainment                                                            ALL 
      

WORSHIP 
c) FEEDBACK 

SW expressed thanks to Peter Woodward, the choir, organists, PW and PB who between them provide 
regular and meaningful worship at Evensong services.  Charles Keen (LLM) had recently been unwell 
and the PCC expressed their good wishes to him and appreciation of his ministry. 

 

d) OUR GIVING: 

• Latest Accounts & Update: PM referred to the latest financial accounts (see attached) 
We have a healthy bank balance thanks to the Legacy received.    

• Clock Repair Fund: Timsbury Clocks have quoted approx. £11400.00 (including the silencer and 
scaffolding).  No clock envelopes or crowd funding necessary as target should be reached with one 
more grant application and donations to date.  Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust have 
already given £2500.  Approximately £5000 promised from All Churches Trust, plus donations either 
received or pledged.  
PW confirmed work should start end of September. 

• Free Trial Scheme for cashless payments: DC has offered to help PM with this.  They will visit 2 
churches together who already operate this system.  Feedback from these churches so far suggest 
most beneficial during larger services eg. Weddings, Christmas. 

• Rocks Family: £304.00 sent in February.  MH reminded PCC that we had, at a previous meeting, 
agreed to underwrite donations to them of £500.00 each year.  PM has spoken to the Church 
Mission Society (CMS) who explained the Rocks Family have a £15000 shortfall.  PW proposed and 
AH seconded that the PCC give £1000 to the family to support the growth they are achieving in 
Brazil.  PCC  unanimously agreed. 

 

WELCOME 
e) SAFEGUARDING  

• Safe & Welcome Silver Award Update: AH explained that we are on our way to achieving the 
Safe & Welcome Silver Award.  Outstanding actions include: 
- Accessibility Audit which is near completion thanks to the help of Alice Kemp (Disability 

Adviser for the Diocese).   
- Access information on the church website needs improvement:  SW, AH to meet with 
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Richard Shreeve  
- Notice boards to remain tidy and up-to-date, using minimum size 12 font to ensure the 

notices are clear and easy to read.  MH checks these on a regular basis. 
- Sidespersons/welcomers – information to be given re: large print bibles and service sheets, 

hearing loop, gluten free communion wafers and biscuits*, extra cushions etc.  SW is 
working on this.  AH & SW to liaise with Churchwardens/Sidespersons  
*In order to offer ‘free from’ (gluten free/dairy free/vegan etc) communion wafers and 
refreshments, we need to not only provide these options but be informed; to know how to 
prevent the risk of contamination.  Communion wine for coeliacs to be offered in a separate 
chalice; ‘free from biscuits’ to be stored in a separate container and offered on a separate 
plate.   
To plan for provision of ‘free from’ options to congregants SW and LW 

- AH nominated by SW and voted by PCC to be Lead Accessibility Advisor 

• Safeguarding Training & DBS:  
Those who have current DBS clearance: Charlotte Barton, Julia Collis, Tim Cooper, Andrew & 
Frances Gammie, Nigel Goldsmith, Stephen Green, Sue and Richard Shreeve, Bob Wheeler, 
Molly Williams, Melanie Hardy, Eric Pullin, Paul White, Peter Brunyate & Richard Owen.  Kate 
Precious has applied and is being processed. 
Those who still need to apply for DBS and do CO online training: Kirsty Bushell, Donna 
Chambers, Pam Mills, Amelia Prior, John Sanderson, John Pullin & Lynne White 
Those who still need CO online training only: Richard Owen & Kate Precious 
AH to contact Kids Club team members who still need to complete CO online training 

       Please can PCC members complete their online training before the next PCC meeting 
                  SW encouraged everyone to read the information available on the Safeguarding display board 

• Kids Club Risk Assessment and Role Description: (see attached) 
SW talked the PCC through the risk assessment & job description.  PCC approved and signed 
off this document, to be reviewed annually.  MH to send copy to Sue Shreeve, Kids Club Co-
ordinator, to disseminate to Kids Club Team leaders and helpers 

 

f) NEW KIDS CLUB VENUE  
Each Kids Club session (thanks to Sally & Bob Wheeler), children walk from St Mary’s Church to The 
Vicarage, returning to St Mary’s at the end of the service.  The PCC are happy for this to continue for 
the foreseeable future given the risk assessment approved above. The PCC supports plans for a new 
Kids Club venue in the long-term. 
   

Sub-committee Feedback (DC, KP, RO, PW, SW & MH)  
SW summarised progress to date.  The drawbacks of a pod were discussed, including the fact that 
children would still be expected to leave the church building for Kids Club and a pod would have a 
limited life-span of 20-30 years.  The sub-committee decided to look again at original plans drawn up by 
George Chedburn where a room was planned within the back of the church, allowing space for children 
to remain within the church building for Kids Club.  
PCC gave permission for sub-committee to meet with George Chedburn again to revisit plans and 
discuss this further.  PW to liaise with George Chedburn and sub-committee 

 

g) FABRIC REPORT (PW) 
Quinquennial Update: Path now levelled and painting completed thanks to David Tuck; the main 
church doors looked good, and PCC agreed with PW that the Tower door (presently pink) should be 
painted the same colour as the newly painted external Priest door (grey); PW is presently obtaining 
quotes for outstanding Quinquennial recommendations for: 

     Electrical work and Stonework of South wall, West wall and ridge tiles  
     PM recommended that all the jobs should be completed whilst our bank balance is healthy and offered 
     to look at grants available to help meet the costs 
 
     PW agreed to find two quotes for replacing all the floodlights with LED’s and having the lights by the 
    porch, gate, tree, church and tower door synchronised to improve safety for those entering the church. 
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• Church heating – Sub-committee Feedback (BW) 
The sub-committee met.  New Bath-based engineer has explained that the boiler is in good 
condition.  However, the group discussed whether to convert the boiler from oil to kerosene to 
reduce the environmental impact.  PCC approved of the group investigating the cost of running 
kerosene versus oil, together with the cost of installing the converter.  The PCC also approved 
for the sub-committee to contact DAC for advice on alternative heating methods to supplement 
the existing heating being provided by the boiler. 
The group will also investigate long-term solutions for when the boiler eventually expires. 

 

• Eco-Church – Proposal from Peter Woodward (PWd) (see attached) 
Peter proposes that St. Mary’s uses the Eco-Church programme (see 
http://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk) to consider steps we can take to demonstrate leadership in 
caring for our environment and promoting sustainable development. 
PWd has kindly offered to be Eco Church Co-ordinator which PCC unanimously supported.  
PCC agreed to donate £100 to show our commitment and support  
MH to feedback to Peter 

 

5) Matters arising from previous meeting not referred to elsewhere: 
     Cotswold Edge PM proposes sending a copy of Cotswold Edge to each household in Marshfield  
     to raise awareness that Cotswold Edge exists and gives information of services and activities 
     taking place within the Benefice.  JS & MH suggests the December copy.  SW recommended an 
     online version via Facebook or the church website as a means of communicating alongside that 
     – to be explored further.  
    GDPR MH explained that the Parish Data Audit for 2019 is in progress.  To bring completed audit 
    to next PCC’s meeting for approval MH 

 

6) Correspondence: 

• From Bristol Diocese asking for consent from Marshfield PCC to issue Charles Keen’s licence to 
become a Licensed Lay Minister.  The PCC gave their approval and the consent form was 
signed by Rev Sally Wheeler. 

• A request from Peter Woodward to consider purchasing more Ancient & Modern full harmony 
books and the parish Psalter & Chant books used by the choir for the full Choral Evensongs 
which take place every other month, to save photocopying reems of music.  The PCC approved 
and agreed to fund up to 20 of each.  

• Note from Doug Bond about loose clappers on the bells which need attention.  PCC have 
agreed to have the clappers attended to.  BW to feedback to Doug Bond. 
 

7) Benefice & Deanery News: No news of note 
 
8) AOB and date for next meeting: 

• PW wished to point out the bench just outside of the porch which appears to be collapsing.  
Any suggestions of what can be done with it welcome ALL 

• Ride + Stride 14th September – PCC agreed to donate £50.00 as a PCC to Gloucestershire 
Historic Churches Trust.  To promote the event and encourage locals to participate on 
behalf of St Mary’s Church via Facebook and Sunday Post MH  

 

9) Next PCC meeting Tuesday September 10th, 7.30pm in St. Mary’s Church 
 

10) AG closed the meeting in prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed_________________________________               Date____________________  

http://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/

