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Minutes of Marshfield PCC Meeting on 29th April 2019 
 
PCC Members Present: Revd S. Wheeler (SW), Revd Lynne Godfrey (LG), P. White (PW), E. Pullin (EP), 
A. Gammie (AG), M. Hardy (MH), A. Hart (AH), J.Pullin (JP), J. Sanderson (JS), L. White (LW), Bob 
Wheeler (BW), Pam Mills (PM), Donna Chambers (DC), Richard Owen (RO), Kate Precious (KP) and 
Graham Snell (GS)  
 

1) SW opened with prayer 
 

❖ Graham Snell spoke to the PCC within his role as Independent Examiner of PCC accounts 
2017-2018.  GS thanked Pam, Mary & Robin Hammond for their support.  GS shared some 
recommendations for the year ahead (see attached document). SW thanked GS for his good 
advice and time.  

 
 

2) Apologies for absence: P. Brunyate (PB), Kirsty Bushell (KB) and Amelia Pryor (AP) 
 

3) Approval of Minutes: 30th January,17th March (first PCC meeting following APCM) & 14th April  
   (extraordinary meeting re: clock).  These were all approved and signed. 

 
Our Vision and Priorities: 

Deepening discipleship, Engaging younger families and Growing leaders 

 
4)      WITNESS 
a) FEEDBACK 
Holy Week/Easter: Positive feedback on Good Friday events, particularly the Good Friday concert led by 
Frances Gammie. AG reminded us of the importance of ‘inclusivity’ as a key ingredient to our Witness 
events. All the ministry team were thanked by PCC.                     To thank Frances Gammie MH 
Lent Lunches: Positive feedback.  One lunch coincided with a WI event which encouraged newcomers to 
into St.Mary’s.  LW was grateful for volunteers who helped, more volunteers for next year would be 
appreciated. 
 

b) PLANNING 
Ascension – Pentecost: May 30th - June 9th 2019.  SW raised our awareness of and encouraged us to 
join a global wave of prayer (see https://www.thykingdomcome.global/) calling all Christians to pray 
between Ascension and Pentecost for more people to come to know Jesus Christ.  Look out for further 
publicity.       To source relevant resources such as prayer books SW 
 
Church Fete: 22nd June at the Old Vicarage 2-4pm.  EP explained the planning sub-committee have 
already met and are making progress.  Follow-up meeting May 15th at KB’s house; anyone willing to help or 
contribute ideas welcome.      

Helpers will be required the evening before as well as on the day ALL 

 
WORSHIP 

c) FEEDBACK 
SW expressed how blessed we are with musicians at St. Mary’s.  Chris Hart is finding sometimes unable to 
play due to his health and alternative musicians are being sought to cover him during this time. Naomi Snell 
has been learning and practising on St. Mary’s organ which has been appreciated by visitors to the church 
throughout the week. She has now played for Evensong services and one morning service. It is exciting to 
see this young talent and Harrison Leonard has also played the piano for us in morning services. The PCC 
are grateful to them both and wish to encourage them. 
 

d) OUR GIVING 
Latest Accounts & Update including Parish Giving Scheme (PGS)  PM referred to the latest financial 
accounts and her summary (please find relevant documents attached).   

Jarrod Waring (JW) was appointed at the APCM to audit (rather than examine) our accounts at the end 
of 2019 as St. Mary’s income is regularly over £100,000 and there have been several changes after the 
treasurer handover from Michael Pullin to Pam Mills. Graham Snell’s earlier offer of help was welcomed 
by the PCC and it was agreed it would be good to consult with him and Jarrod Waring as part of the 
handover to JW as auditor. The PCC was grateful to GS for his helpful report and feedback.  
                                                                                                                PM & SW to liaise with GS & JW     

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/
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• By March 31st 2021 all churches have to register as a separate charity with the Charity Commission. 
The PCC agreed with Pam that this should be set in progress now with the aim of registering by 1st 
January 2020. 

• Gift Aid donation envelopes have been suggested to raise funds for the clock repair.  PCC agreed to 
print off specific Gift Aid envelopes for the clock repair fund (* see Item 4f. no 5.)  PM to organise. 

• KP offered to help set up a Crowdfunding page with SW’s Office email address - this information 
could then be added onto the envelopes.  PCC agreed to explore if this is possible   KP, SW & H 

• Kate Brain has kindly offered to assist PM with updating the current book-keeping system 

• PM would like to organise another Parish Giving event (inviting a PGS representative from the 
Diocese) to thank those who are contributing and encourage new contributors; focusing on those on 
the Electoral Roll.  This was supported by PCC.            PM to organise 

• The Diocese is offering Parishes the opportunity to be part of a free trial scheme for cashless 
payments.  PCC agreed to volunteer if it was still an option                 PM to liaise with Diocese 

 
 

WELCOME 
e) SAFEGUARDING  
Safe & Welcome Silver Award Update AH is in the process of applying for the Silver Safe and 
Welcome award.  AH is meeting Alice Kemp (Disability Adviser for the Diocese) to complete a fresh audit 
before submitting the application. 
Serious Incident Reporting  (see attached document). AH explained the new guidance recently issued by 
the House of Bishops of the General Synod with respect to the requirement to report serious incidents to 
the Charity Commission.   
The PCC unanimously adopted the resolution to delegate responsibility for reporting safeguarding serious 
incidents to the Charity Commission and the National Safeguarding Team.  Signed by SW as Chair of PCC. 
The PCC unanimously adopted the resolution to delegate responsibility for reporting non-safeguarding 
serious incidents to the Charity Commission.  Signed by SW as Chair of PCC. 
MH to send a signed copy of the resolutions to Graham Shaul (Governance and Information Co-ordinator at 

the Diocesan Office). 
 

f) FABRIC REPORT  

• Peter Woodward would like to create a compost area (see attached document).  The PCC 
unanimously agreed to install a simple composting system at the churchyard.   PW to liaise with 
Peter to identify the best site and ensure everyone is kept informed as work commences 

• BW explained how St. Mary’s could become carbon-neutral, this may cost approximately £100 to 
achieve (see www.climatestewards.org; https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/resources/).  PCC were all 
in favour of signing up to this.             Action BW 

• Quinquennial Report more works will be done in response to this throughout the year bearing in 
mind we have 4 years to complete them and in the meantime are also working on the clock repair 
fund. 

• Clock repair  
1. Subject to references, the PCC unanimously agreed that Symon Boyd of Timsbury Clocks 

be appointed.  The work may not start until Sept/Oct but with scaffolding required and 
several weddings this summer this may be advantageous. PW to inform Symon Boyd & let 
PM know once date set, for insurance purposes.  

2. A Faculty and two grants have now been applied for.   
3. PB will submit a resume about the clock repair into All Around Marshfield magazine, to 

include the Crowd-Funding link discussed earlier.                      KP, SW, MH to liaise with PB 
4. Installation of a clock-silencer discussed, including a letter from a neighbour expressing their 

wish for a clock-silencer to be considered.  BW proposed that a night-silencer be installed to 
stop the clock chiming overnight.  RO seconded.  PCC unanimously agreed. 

5.  *A strategy is needed should fundraising raise monies surplus to that needed for the clock 
repair itself.  It was agreed that excess monies be put towards the fabric of St. Mary’s.  SW 
to ask PB to amend the Gift Aid envelopes and resume for AAM if necessary, to include 
information about how St. Mary’s would use the donations 

• Church heating   
1. BW explained the church heating system is over-fuelling.  A new commercial oil/boiler 

service company is being sought to resolve the problem as the previous company say they 

http://www.climatestewards.org/
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/resources/
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can do no more.                        Action BW 
2. The Heating sub-committee will be meeting before next PCC meeting.  PW, BW, SW & 

David Colbourne are presently on the committee but anyone else is welcome to join the 
group to discuss long-term solutions to the heating of St. Mary’s.       Action SW 

 

5) Matters arising from previous meeting not referred to elsewhere: 
GDPR MH gave apologies for not yet having carried out the audit.  This will be completed before 
next PCC meeting. 
Kids Club Venue Paul Sawyer is no longer on this sub-committee; DC, KP & RO volunteered to 
join PW, SW & MH.             To organise the sub-committee to meet prior to next meeting MH 

 

6) Correspondence  
1. Thank you from Bishop of Bristol Viv Faull for Parish Share gift of £51003.00 in 2018 
2. Cotswold Edge: PM explained that there is a request from each parish within the Benefice for 

fewer copies but our aim should be to increase its circulation.  It was agreed that the same 
number of copies be printed but to help circulate them by promoting and distributing wider eg. 
having available  at the Church Fete (and encourage people to be put on distribution list for 
future copies), GP surgery’s display board, shops.   

 

7) Benefice & Deanery News  
1. June 6th next Deanery Synod meeting 
2. June 9th West Littleton Evensong following their Open Gardens weekend 
3. May 16th The Visitation, where EP & PW are sworn in as Churchwardens by the new 

Archdeacon Christopher Bryan, at St. Paul’s Chippenham  
 

8) Review of Policies 

• AH explained that it is a requirement by the Diocese for all PCC members to be DBS checked.  AH  
           will liaise with those members yet to be DBS checked. 

• AH will distribute copies to all PCC members guidelines on what to do if concerned about abuse or  
           neglect as a framework to refer to. 

• All the following policies were reviewed, approved by the PCC and signed by SW (as chair of the  
PCC): 
Good Practice Guidance working with vulnerable adults 
Good Practice Guidance for working with children and young people  
Policy Statement Safeguarding children, young people and adults 
Marshfield Benefice Role of the Parish Safeguarding Officer 
Principles of the House of Bishops’ Policy for safeguarding children, young people and vulnerable 
adults 
Policy for Ministering to those that may present a risk 
Policy & Procedure for safeguarding children, young people and vulnerable adults 
Policy for Handling of Disclosure information 
Good Practice Guidance working with Adults 
Safeguarding recruitment policy and procedure 
Allegations Management procedure 
 
Policy for fair recruitment of ex-offenders 
Equality and Diversity policy 
Policy for responding to domestic abuse 
Accessibility policy 

 

9) AOB and date for next meeting: 
 

Next PCC meeting Monday 1st July, 7.30pm in St. Mary’s Church 
 

SW closed the meeting in prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed_________________________________               Date____________________  


